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_ First of all apologies are offered to all our overseas subscribers who rec-
eived their copy of LANTERN 24 rather late., This was due to the strike of trans-
 ‘port drivers in the UK who, thanks to their picketing, prevented surface mail

from entering the docks. Secondly, apologies to Editors of other magazines who
“exchange their productions with LANTERN, Owing to lack of space we have been un-
able to list all our exchanges this edition, however we will do the best we can
to redress the balance in the next edition of IANTERN. Incidentally, while I was
typing the 'Exchange Magazine! section for this issue, I couldn't help but reflect
on how many of the magazines have become somewhat !standardised! during the past
few years (in lay-out rather than content I hasten to add). I felt guite nostaggic
for those early years of flimsy,duplicated, eye-straining publications which seemed
to exude a character all of their own! It seems as if the art of duplicating will
soon be joining the ranks of the wheelwright, reed-catter and hedge-layex! Still, I
suppose that'!s !progress'.

Talking of early days, in this issue of LANTERN we see the first part of a ser-
ies from the ever-rattling typewriter of Mike Burgess on early research and research-
ers into the geomancy and ley-system in East Anglia. This, I think, is going to be
a fascinating series and the first part left me feeling that, despite all our pre-
sent digging and delving, there is really nothing new in what we are doing excepting
for approach and treatment of the subject. . ,

Another 'relic from the past! is recorded in this edition, the discovery of
a carved 'woodwose'! in an old brewery at Needham Market. This article, together
with the photographs, first appeared in the East Anglian Daily Times on January
26th, 1979, and we would like to thank the Editor of the EADT for his kindness in
allowing us to reproduce it here, To round off this issue we have more fairy-lore
from East Anglia, recent UFO reports and a smattering of gleanings from the local
press; together with No,3 of $SPELLTHORN! the Journal of ESNA,

It only remains now for me to give mention to two interesting books which
have recently been published, The first is entitled 'THE ANCIENT SCIENCE OF GEO-
MANCY! by Nigel Pennick, founder of the Institute of Geomantic Research. This at-
tractive book, sub-titled !'Man in Harmony with the Earth'! Is a Nigel'!s first full-
length exposition on his geomantic studies. I personally found it very interesting -
reading, although I did get the impression that in places it was a bit !skimpy?
and did not give the usual in-depth coverege of the subject that we have come to
expect from Nigel., However, I suspect that this is due to the publishers demand- ,
ing a saleable commodity for general release rather than a learned treatises Still,
despite this small bit of 'nit-picking! I found the book very readable and a use-
ful addition to my library in that it brings together many loose ends of geomancy.
Although I admit that I sit on the fence regarding the validity of some of NigeL's
geomantic arguments and theories, I would still recommend 'Geomancy'! as a worth-
while buy. Published by Thames & Hudson (in the same style as The !Silbury Treasure)
It will be available after April 2nd, at £5.95. (continued on page 5).

Lantern is published by the Borderline Science Investigation Group; a
non-profit making organisation devoted to the investigation of unex-
piained phenomena in East Anglia. Annual subscription (4 issues) is
E10Cinc. P & P (overseas rates on application). Edited by Ivan Bunn, 3
Dunwich Way, Lowestoft, NRI24RZ  mwmees o mm wm mm s s e onm v o oo oo s et

Alt articles in this magazine are copyright of the authors or BS G, and uniess stated other-
wise the opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the editor or the B.S .G, o
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In LANTERN I2, we gave details of two 'mummified cats! discovered in an old
house at Fakenham Magna, Suffolk; and of yet another discovered in an old
mill at Sudbury, Suffolk, It is thought that these cats were buried alive
centuries ago when the houses were built to protect them against evil, Now
the remains of another !sacrificial cat! have come to light during the dem-
olishion of an old public house, the !Kings Head!, in St., John's Street, in
Bury St. Edmunds, Suffolk, The remains, in the form of a skeleton, were dis-
covered behind one of the fireplaces, It was also discovered by the contrac-
‘tors that the I6th century cellars of the nub had once extended right across
to the other side of the road, but they had been bricked-up for many years.
East Anglian Daily Times: Februany T4th, I979.
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In LANTERN 8 (Winter I974/5 I told briefly of some of the doings of the

Stowmarket, Suffolk, fairies. Well, actually in that part of the county they
- are known as "Feriers" or "Ferishers" and were said to inhabit the houses in
Tavern Street., The locals-all knew they were there and would hide up to watch
them as they gathered together to dance, But if they disturbed this merry band
of Ferishers would rapidly depart, and sparks would leap from the feet of them
who had done the disturbing; and what sort of punlshment that was supposed to

be one can only guess at..

In Norfolk the "Frairies”, as they were called, were said to be dress-

ed alawys in white (strange, nearly everywhere else it would be green and liv-
ed in houses and other buildings of the ordinary kind, under the ground. These
Frairies were said to be dangerous if approached. The authenticity of this dé~
scription cannot be in doubt as it was related to Thomas Keightley (I789-1872)
‘the famous folk-lorlst by an actual Norfolk girl and subsequently retold by
himself,
. In Suffolk again, we catch an occasional glimpse of the Aurora Boreal-
is, only we call it the "Perry dancers", According to folklore this spectacul-
ar natural phenomena is in fact a supernatural battle taeking place between the
Perry Dancers and the nefarious unquiet dead, The congealed blood of the woun-
ded falls earthwards where it hardens and forms pebbles - even in this day and
ege we still refer to these pebbles as "Blood-stones",

From the sunken and mystery-surrounded lands that lie just off our
coast come riding the water-horses, November is the time to watch for them par-
ticularly from Dunwich to Pakefield and at Corton, indeed, anywhere the sea has
zlaeimed the land. The Water-horses are said to ride out of the sea,gallop along
the beach and frolic in the fields. If caught, and a saddle and bridle placed
thereon, they make the finest steeds of all; but be warned, keep them away from
the sea, for one small scent of their home sends them plunging back to their
watery domain, whereupon they eat the hapless riders.

Depending on how they are treated, the "Hyter-sprites" will either be
good to you or ruin you. They are "sandy-coloured and green-eyed"”, and go e~
bout in the form of Sand Martins., If treated well they have been know to per-
form invaluable services - such as guiding lost children home again, But if
crossed in anyway, rest assured that you will be doomed. How are they crossed?
Well, try not washing for a couple of weeks as this scems to annoy them suff-
iently! The fairies of tradition are particularly fond of gathering and mak-
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ing merry at the sites of spas and places where natural curative properties
are said to be contained within the water, 4 striking example of which took
place at Ilkley Wells in Yorkshire in the latter part of the I9th century.
Meanwhile, back in Lowestoft, we have Belle Vue Park, and at the foot of
some steep steps therein lies a rusty fountain - long since dried up., For
those interested, it dried-up in I903 as a result of the construction of the
Lowestoft to Yarmouth railway line which cut through the springs supplying
it - But the fountain remains and likely, just may be , the fairy guardians
do also; for this was a magic fountain with the amazing property of curing
all eye complaints; and at any such singular place you can be sure that the
fairies would come!
Should you be not at all fond of fairies, here are a couple of things
you can do to keep them at bays:
a: Bread - stuff your pockets full of bread, fairies don't like this
and will keep their distance,
b: Daisies - wear a daisy chain, this is a sun-symbol and will zlso
fend them off, :

A tale that comes to us from the Bury St., Edmunds, Suffolk, region and
related in the Ipswich Journal of 1877, tells of a farmer who had stored his
wheat harvest in a barn, and was most annoyed to discover that each day as he
looked in to check, a bit more had been spirited away. Somebody, or something,
was pinching it! Laying in wait one night at the stroke of twelve, a host of
frairies arrived:

"eooa lot of little tiddy frairies...O Lork! how they did run-they

was little bit o! things, as big as mice, an'! they had 1little
blue caoots and yeller breeches and little red caps. on tbar hids
with long tassles hanging down behind".
It was indeed this mot ey crew that were sinching his wheat, However, one of
theirnumber, smaller than the rest, seemed to be having trouble in carrying
his share of the plunder, reciting as he staggered along:
"Oh how I du twait,
a~carrying o! hlS air o! wate',
'"Tyas on this poor specimen that the farmer!s wrath descended. He pounced and
swiped up the frairy, placing him in his hat and marching off home., All the
time the fralry was shouting out, "Brother Mike! Bowther Mikel" But his pro-
tests were in vain, thefarmer tled him to the zitchen window, intending him
as a pet for his children. But the luckless creature refused to eat and with-
in a short -while had pined and died,

Ever natice a group of bruises on your person and wondered how they got
there? Now, I shall tell you - These are the legacy of pinching fairy hands
punishing you for some misdemeanour like not washing or spying on them: And
stillyou don't beleive in them?..,...Finglly, I am convinced that some of the
denizens of fairyland at least are still with us. Particularly the "Buttery
Spirit"; a vengeful sort who haunts "dishonestly run inns", or where wasteful
and riotous revelry occurs, or where "hospitality is grudgingly given". Looking
at the price and state of some of the beer round ncre, the old Buttery Spirit
must be having a field day...Thanks to him we may se€é the demise of Watneys
Feboavoall
REFERENCES & SOURCES : ‘ ,

The !'Lowestoft Journal'; 28th N-ovember, I1975.
1A Dictionary of Fairies! by Katherine Briggs.
(tn excellent book - most strongly recommended)
IThe Folklore of East Anglia! by Enid Porter,
_and things I've heard tell of!!
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CAN ANYONE HELP? I urgently need a copy of the book !Witcheraft and Demon-
ianism! by C, L!'Estrange Ewen, first published in 1933, If any reader has a
copy that they can be persuaded to part with, please drop me a line, stating
price, and I shall be eternally gratefull! - Ivan Bunn, editor.
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THERE HE STOOD, in his rough niche in
the brick wall of the old malting uncov-
ered for the first time in many years
now -that the coat of crumbling plaster
had been stripped away. No saint holding
the symbol of his martydom was he, but a
woodwose or wildman,covered in hair and
with his rough-hewn club laid across his
right shoulder, Was he, perchance, a fu-
gitive from some late medieval font, th-
rown out by the restoring zeal of some
Victorian parson?

Jack Carter, whose own zeal for pres—_

erving the past helped lead to the fou-
ndation of the Museum of East Anglian
Life at Stowmarket, poked gently at the
remaining plaster that surrounded the
foot-high figure., Ever so gently the li-
ttle wildman, whose legs had been sever-
ed by the now rusty seven-and-a-half-&n-
ch nail that held him %o the wall, was
eased from his perch.

"It!'s made of cement!" The remark bu—
rst forth from three people at once,This
"medieval survival' was probably made at
the same time that the maltings was bui-
1t , about I40 years ago. It was a surp-
rise to find that the woodwose, apparen-
tly a medieval figure, was I9th century.
It need have caused us no surprise that
it was made of cement at such a period
however, for James Pulham was then mak-
ing all manner of arms, bas-releifs and
human heads in the workshops of John
Lockwood the Woodbridge builder and ce-
ment manufacturer. Pulham, an expert mo-
deller, made his originals from pipeclay
and then produced castings in Roman cem-
ent or plaster of Paris, There seems no
reason why other workmen should not have
sought to emulate Pulham, who moved to
Broxbourne in Hertfordshire and set wup
his own business there about the time
the malting was being built at Neddham
Market,

It was indirectly as a result of the
lorry~drivers! strike that the figure
came to light this week in Needham Mark-
et malting. Faced with a shortage of epaw
materials the firm which now uses the
building set some of its men to mainte-
nance work, and Mr. Percy Bumstead, who
lives not far awsy at 8 High Street, was
scraping away some loose plaster prepar-
atory to making good the wall...when the
little woodwose appeared., Fitted neatly
into its niche, it had not-always been
hidden from human gaze. Several coats of
lime-wash showed Shat for meny years it
had watched over the steeps in which the
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barley was wetted and over the maltsters
at their work, Why was he there? "I rec-
kon he was put there as a sort of good-
luck charm," says Jack Carter, as the
woodwose is laid gently in a cardboard
box to be taken to the museum for repsir.
"Youlll know it was when the building
falls down!"

Yet nobody seenms to know of the use
of the little wildmen, such as florm the
sign of public houses like that at Spr-
oughton as well as decorations for chu-
rch fonts as charms. Is there, perhaps,
some tradition in the malting industry,
so strong in East’ Anglia, that the wo-
odwose was a personification of John
Barleycorn himself? Certainlt there is
more to the gargoyle and the "Green Man"
of folklore than meets the eye.Dr.Anne
Ross, a leading authority on Celtic st-
udies, has pointed out that old beliefs
dating from our most distant past did
not die out overnight with the convers-
ion of Britain to Christianity and that
in some caseselements of those beliefs
have come right down to our own times.
eoo'Material that is manifestly prechri-
stian has lasted in useful form fight
up to the 20th century, thereby demon~
strating that changes in dynastics,cha~
nges in social organisation, changes in
language even have had little effect in
breaking its continuity," he says. On
the other hand, at Ipswich Museum, Mr,
David Jones dismissed the idea of the
stutue being a cult figure or a good-
luck charm or anything of that sort:
"It!s much too late for that sort of
thing," he told me, "That.all went out
with the Reformations," - (3 cheers for
the establishments point of view!- Ed.)

Suggestions that a wild man was the
trade mark of the original owners of
the building do not really explain his
presence inside the building, at one end
of the malting floor. One would expect
a trade mark to be high up on an ouside
wall where it could be revealed to the
public gaze., So what is this hirsute

- 1little chap? Is he an omen of good luck,

or merely the result of a now-forgtten
workman's joke; a I9th century reincarn-
ation of a preshistoric deity; or just
the symbol of a Needham Market maltster
stencilled on his sack?
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The figure of a woodwose or wild man in its |
niche at one end of the maitings. It was found |,
___whenplaster was scraped off the wall.

Mr. Jack Carter, of the Museum of East Anglian Life, begins the n-

vestigation of a small statue found in the wall of a Needham Market

maltings. Looking on is Mr. Percy Bumstead, who discovered the jigure
while engaged in maintenance work.




INTSODUCTION (cont, from p.I) At the other end of the scale (but none the less im-
poriant) is Mike Burgess s detailed treatise on THE BURY ST EDMUNDS ZODIAC, See
SPELLTHORN 3 in this edition of IANTERN for full details. This is a fascinating
wory, especially when one remembers that Mike says that he maintains a "healthy
scerticism! on the nature and existence of these zodiacs. Even if you aren't a
1zoéiac freak! I would recommend it simply for the wealth of folklore and legend
it ctntains gleaned from the area around Bury, Excellent value for £I.
Jell, I think I've waffled on a bit too much in this intro, I promise I'll
keep :t short and sweet next issue!
: Ivan Bunn, Editor.
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- Another of the popular 'mystery weekends' was held at Wensum Lodge, King

Street, Norwich on the I0/II of February. Organised by Lionel Fanthorpe, the

talks encompassed a wide range of subjects related to the paranormal, with

ample opportunity for questions and general discussion., Guest speakers incl

uded the astrologer Peter Green and UFO researcher Peter Johnson, the subjects

covered included dowsing, the legends of Glamis, Tolkien's 'mythology' phan- ;

tom ships and experimental sessions in telepathy and psychometry. '
As lat year, this course was well attended, with many being complete new- !

comers to the subject. Future courses will be publicised in subsequent issues

of LANTERN, as the dates are finalised. '

K, Williamson,

e e . e e e e St e e e i et ot e

I979 got off to a flying start as far as UFOs arve concerned, for a spectacular re-
port was received from Norfolk as well as from other parts of the country and the
world. The Eastern Daily Press of January 2nd contained details of an object,"some
200 yards long and throwing out bright lights"was seen for about 30 seconds over

the sea off Cromer. The same object was reported simultaneously from Skegness. The
object was seen at about 7pm on the evening of January first and was watched by

two Cromer coastguards through high-powered observation equipment, Describing the
object, one of the Coastguards said: "At first it looked like a big light and then
an Airship, It came just opposite us about 2 or 3 miles out, over the sea. It look-
ed 200 yards long with bands of whitish light coming off in all directions. It loo-
ked like a spaceship". The sighting of the object, which was travelling from north
to seuth, was confirmed by the Gorleston Coastguard. A spokesman said:. "It had a
line of red and green lights Bown the side and something like a bright glow surrouf-
ded it. It was between one and three miles from the coast and its height was etima-
ted at 800 to IO00 feet", He added that the object was so clear and close that the
coastguard thought it was a Boeing 707 with all its lights on. Summing up, the Gorl-
eston Coastguard said: "We can only put it down as a report of something unidentified.
We do not know the explanation, whether it was a space vehicle re-entering or what
it was.s..We are left in the dark. Another report, propably of the same ‘object, ap-
peared in The Eastern Evening News the following day (Ja.3rd). Mr. Russell Dick and
his family of Eaton, Norwich reported seeing a similar object on Jan,Ist at 7pm and
their description @wf it was very similar to that given by the coastguard. A Follow-
up report appeared in the East Anglian Daily Times on January Ist said that the MoD
claimed that the object was probably the rocket which launched the Russian satellite
Cosmos I068 5 days earlier, re-entering the earth's atmosphere. _

On January 4th, the Eastern Evening News reported sightings of two more 'UFOs'
seen over Norwich. The first was seen by I2 year old Rosemary Fitchett and her par-
ents on January 2nd. This object was observed for about 3 hours, during which time
it moved "high in the sky" changing colour as it did so. However, judging by the
withess's descriptions, it sounds as if they were watching a very bright star or
planet rising. The other report was of an ohjoct ween by Mrs John Pooler of Cal-

5 (continued on Back page)




In I922 Alfred Watkins, The
"Father of Ley~hunting!, published
his first book on the subject, calw
R ..led BEARLY BRITISH TRACKWAYS,ALthough--reemm---

RN

Carly Cast |

MITTUYENT T A R T oA BoTEY other had propounded ideas before ~
AN ! IQ{;{%R ITaBE'IS one such is mentioned in the follow-
' o ing items - the general novelty of
PaRY BN E the theory caused considerable cons-
i ¥ord g : ternation amongst these "orthodox"

historians and archaeologists who
were intrinsically opposed to new
and radical hypothesés, and consid-
erable glee to those more open min-

¥, ded antiquarians who were still af-
fected by the Stukely/Aubrey "druidism" of earlier deys. In this
and later books 7 Watkins managed to develop a coherent (if naive) con-
cept of a network of "straight tracks" dating from the unimaginable days
of prehistory,

Shortly after its publication the East Anglian Press caught hold and the
great debate was on. Although echosd, no doubt, in numerous other papers around
the country, I thought it would be interesting to reproduce the correspondence
that resulted in our own area. Few people "sat on the fence" in this issue,Wat-
kins had his denigrators and his adherents, and both are represented in the fo-
llowing letters, For reasons of space I have had to compress some of the contri-
butions, but Watkins! own reply I have quoted in full. In LANTERN 26 I hope to
provide details of the people themselves - people who were some of the most -
noted and notable researchers of the early years of this century - people who
lived in East Anglia and who did the groundwork that later students of the odd-
ities of the landscape now rely upon. ’

On June 3rd, 1922, fhe local press syndicated (in the EASTERN DAILY PRESS,
the NORFOLK NEWS and the WEEKLY NEWS) a review of 'Early British Trackways! by
W.G.Clarke, and this is what began the debate:

"In a recently published book on !'Early British Trackways', Mr., Alfred
Watkins has put forward a theory that from prehistoric times until after
the Roman occupation all trackways were in straight lines marked out by
experts on a sighting system, Such sighting lines (or leys) were from
hill to hill, such points being terminals. Further marking points on
the lower ground between were made., They were constructed of either
earth, wood or stone, trees also being planted on the line. Earth sig-
hting points were chiefly on higher ground, and now bear the name of

- tump. ..tumlus...castle,bury...moat and camp., Stone sighting or mark-
ing points were used for commerce, and for assemblies of the people.

A1l forms of sighting points became objects of interest, superstistion

and genuine veneration, and as such were utilised on the introduction

of Christianity. Practically all ancient churches are on the site of

these sighting points.,.and there is evidence that in somz cases the

churchyard cross is on the exact spot of the...marking stone. Mr, Wat-
kins! evidence is chiefly from Herefordshire, and seems to follow simi-

lar lines to those suggested by Mr, Percy A. Nash as the basis of a

Roman survey of Norfolk, Mr., Watkins has however strained his theory

to breaking point, and his phildlogical proofs are often absurd. There

is a great danger in speculation of this kind of putting the cart be-

fore the horse, The existence of a track naturally caused the erection

of camps, barrows, moated houses, and later of churches, in its vicin-

ity, and it is not safe to assume that any of them were constructed

as sighting points."

From this letter we can see that Clarke was not a proponent of the ley theory,
but we shall hear from him again shortly., Next came a reply from Watkins him-
self, in the EASTERN DAILY PRESS for July I9th, I922, All the following come
from the EDP, (I apelogise in advance for any mistakes, but the original micro-
film copies were, apparently, rather poor).

é.



"The real value (if it has value) in my book...which you recently fav
oured with a long critical review, lies in the new facts regarding cer-
tain classes of antiquarien sites falling on straight lines in the west
Midlands. These facts have to be faced by inquirers, even if my deduc-
tions prove faulty, It must be of interest to many persons in Norfolk
who combine the historic sense with a dove of the countryside, to know
whether such facts apply to their county. Permit me to indicate a few

 examples gleaned from the I inch Ordnance Map (Norwich and Gt, Yar-
mouth, popular edition, 2s.6d). I do not possess the person&l know-
ledge of the county so necessary to real investigations; -but the way
in which these straight lines lie, not merely on the points named, but
on fragments of existing roads, on crossroads and junctions, on anci-
ent mansions and homesteads, convince me that the sighting system -1
described was in vogue in ancient days in Norfolk, as also in Suffolk,
and that those who follow up the clues I indicate will find much proof
not on the map, There are differences from the conditions in the West
which caused modifications in the method, The country is flatter and
Lower, only a few tumuli are marked on the map, and place names. indi-
cating them are fewer, although the place-name element 'thorpe! (see
a new clue in the New English Dictionary) is an addition. The word and
suffix 'ley!, so universal in the West, is almost abgent, but occurs
again on the Suffolk side., I feel sure that several of the lines thro-
ugh Norwich will be found to pass through ancient churches, but a to-
cal knowledge in necessary to verify this, Here is the list, the stra-.
ight lines passing through the points on the map being numbered to
keep them distinct. I am aware of the danger I run of including a
church of recent foundation.

(I): Swardeston Church, Yelverton church, Ashby church, Carleton St
Peter.church, (2) Colney Church, Norwich Cathedral, Gt,Plumstead ch.,
Fishley ch, (3) s Hoveton St John ch., Norwich Cathedral, Norwich
Castle, East Carleton ch, (4) ¢ Melton ch., Norwich Castle, Gt,
Plumstead ch., The-Nab, (5)¢ Roman Camp at Caistor, Caistor Castls,
Hemblington ch., Hellesdon ch, (6): Swainsthorpe ch., Buckenham ch.,
Moat north of Moulton, Tunstall ch, (7)Moat north of Tacolneston,’
Saxlingham ch,, Kinstead ch., Mill Hill tumulus, (8): Brooke ch.,
Thurston ch,, two churches in Gt,., Yarmouth. (9) s Church NW of Colt~
ishall, Plumstead ch., Langley ch., Chedgrave ch.  (I0): Moat west of
Toft Monks, Bell Hill tumulus, Gt. Yarmouth ch. (Note the two halls and
the convincing piece of road on this ley.) I find similar facts in
Suffolk, with moats more frequently on the ley.

Permit me a personal explanation to remove a misunderstanding which

.-a curt sentence in my book might have caused. It is certainly not a

- fact that I knew nothing of the subject at Midsummer, I92I. I was then
ignorant of a complete sighting system being embodied in our prehist-
oric ‘trackway, but it was an ignorance shared by everyone else, I
was then equipped for quickly following up the first clue by half a
century!s knowledge of local topography and, although no booklore arch-
aeologist, by a third of a century's experience in systematic surveys
and records of local antiquities. Fourteen out of the forty photographs
111ustrat1ng the subject in my book were taken by me before I92I,

Yours truly, Alfred Watkins. Hereford, July I7th"

Back came W.G,Clarke again, on July 2Ist, 1922, this time with more vehemencs :

M eeMr, Alfred Watking! facts are not in dispute; my criticisms were
directed to his deductions. He does not attempt to disprove my conten-
tion, which would destroy the basis of his argument,..he puts a ruler
on a map of Norfolk and moves it around in any direction until he gets
3 or 4 churches or other points on the line, and then has the temerity
to suggest that thes were points in a hypothetical sighting system as-
sociated with the imaginary lay-out of early trackways. Mr, Watlins
gives IO such lines, and I do not dispute their accruacy. They,however,
prove nothing. I know all these places, and have a fair acquaintance
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A remarkable discovery was made +

in a butcher'!s shop 'in Kings Quay +
Street, Harwich., An ordinery bu- +
tcher!s block which had remained in
one position for upwards of nine
years was turned over for some
purpose or another when it was
found that the bottom had been hol-
lowed out by a toad which was a-
live inside it.

FROM: East Anglian Daily Times;

September 28 I878
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"with encient maps, have tested
the lines on the One Inch map,
“and have no hesitation in saying
that there is not a scrap of evi~
dence for the assertion, No. 6
for example crosses the Yare Val-
ley and passes through Rocliland
Broad.,.No. & crosses the Yare
valley twice...and No.,IO crosses
the Waveney and Yare Valleys. Fx~
isting prehistoric trackways show
that they always followed the ri-
dges or the sides of the wvalleys;
that they avoided crossing river
valleys, which were then impassable morasses; and that if a man wanted
to get from the present site of Brooke church to the site of two chur-
ches in Yarmouth - then a sandbank in the estuary - he did not think
it necessary to spend most of his time in the swamps of the Yare Val-
ley, He followed the ridges, covered a much longer distance, and got
there much quicker, Mr, Watkins' theory is ingenious; he will find-
support for his straight lines in maps of any county in England; but
he will find few local topographers to accept his conclusions."
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Now W, A. Dutt enters the scene, being one of Watkins' most onal and ardent dig-
ciples, his letter appearing in the same issue as the above:

"I am convinced that if Mr. Watkins had a more intimate acquaintance
with East Anglia he would have been able.to give us much stronger local
evidence in support of his ideas than he gives us”in his letter. For
instance, taking the Tasburgh hill-fort as a high sighting point, he
would have found at least I4 leys connecting it with ancient earth-
works at Attleburgh, Ovington, Wormegay...Smellburgh...Bungay, Denton,

* Rumburgh, Eye...Lidgate, Bunwell,..Burwell, end perhaps Ringland. Two
Roman castella, at Burgh Castle and Brancaster, are terminating points

" of two of the leys...l have almost daily found fresh evidence in supp-
ort of the ley theory...The evidence of the Tasburgi leys is that their
initial purpose was to connect as directly as possible a central trib-
al stronghold with other important related settlements...the persist-
-ence of the ley system,.,would tend towards the occupation of these
fortified sites by later settlers, and the construction of later def-
ences along the leys. In this way a...mound might easily become a mote
castle; a mote castle grew into a mound of the imposing dimensions of
Thetford Castle Hill.,.The subject is a wide one, and has many inter-
esting side issues. I have written a good deal about it which may be
printed -~ some day! Let me say now, however, that a study of the inch
to a mile maps of...Norfolk and Suffolk reveals innumerable place-
names supporting the ley theory.

W.ADutt. Carlton Colville, July 2oth"

The genealogist and historian Walter Rye then had a say, backing up Clarke in his
refutation of leys - on July 22nd, I922;:

"May I record my opinion (for what it is worth) thet there is nothing
in Mr. Watkins'! theory as endorsed by Mr. W. A. Dutt. !'Your Reviewers!
arguments seem to me unanswerable. If there are any early British track-
ways other than the Peddars Way one would expect to find them along the
ridges of hills...or along and parallel with rivers linking up the fis-
hing villages., The well-known Reidgeway at Wimbledon is a good ‘€xample
of the former, while the (?%?) and footpath starting...at Lammas, and
following the Bure for a long way is a specimen of the latter. Why
does Mr, Watkins so spell 'leys!'? If the idea is that they are laid
out, surely 'lays! would be better sc as not to cause confusion with
leys supposed to mean pasture land? It seems inconsistent to use Roman

8.



places, like Tasburgh and Burgh, in a discussion as to British track-
ways. Such places , prima facie, could not have existed in British
times..."

But on July 25th, back comes Dutt to the rescue:

"I agree with your reviewer that...the passing of a straight line over
the sites of 3 or 4 churches or homestead moats is without conclusive
significance, Much more than that is needed to establish the existence
of a ley system: Meanwhile, here are a few facts upon which disbeliev-
ers in the leys can exercise their ingenuity...Taking Tasburgh Camp as
a centre,..I find that (I). a straight line drawn westward to Ickburgh
passes through Attleborough, (2)...through Hillborough to Oxborough. (3)
.« .through the Ovington camp to...Wormegay Castle, (4),.sthrough the
Wymondham Moot Hill to Mileham Camp. (5)...through Wheatacre, Burgh and
Burgh St. Peter to Roman Hill at Lowestoft, (A)...through Bergh Apton
to Burgh Castle. (7):..through Smallburgh to Happisburgh, (8)...Tbr0ugh
Mattishall Burgh, the earthworks at North Elmham and the South Creake
Camp to Brancaster.(9)...through Rumburgh to Dunwich. (I0)... through
Dickleburgh to the earthworks at Eye., Along these lines there are near-
ly a hundred churches, fords, artificisl mounds, round moats, hill -
names and place-names suggestive of wayfaring. In view of this evidence
the argument of accidental coincidence can have little weight so far
as the Tasburgh leys are concerned. I explained in myfirst letter that
fortified sites might represent the defensive work of more than one
period without affecting the relation of one site to another. Mr, Rye
calls Tasburgh ‘'a Roman place!., The 'Victoria History of Norfolk! con-
siders the carthwork pre-roman, and there secems to be now general agr-
eement that it is a prehistoric hill-fort., Mr. Rye remarks, 'if there
are any early British trackways other than the Peddars Way.! I have
no doubt that there were British trackwsys all over Norfolk and Suff-
olk. There were British settlements everyuwhere, end is it likely that
the inhabitants of each always stayed at home?"

In my opinion, the most fascinating piece of correspondence is the last, from
Arthur Cross of Brisley. Although his ideas are outdated and rather vague,he seens
~to take a much broader view of matters, sgain on the side of Watkinsj;July 26 IgR2:

"It seems highly impropable that place-nsmes on & map can guide us to
the torigin! of famous Norfolk sites, though they may tell us of 'ocec-
upiers! of the sites, Probably the sites were as well marked before-
hand as Norwich was before its Cathedral was built, The origin of Nor-
folk sites, mounds etc...is undoubtedly connected with the remarkable
isoceles triangle, of which Stonehenge and Avebury form the base, and
Silchester the apex. The straight line fwom the monoliths of Stone-
henge to those of Avebury...forms the unit of measurement (approx I8

< miles or 20 Roman miles). Apply this stonehange unit to Norfolk, (and)
it can scarcely be mere coincidence that it is precisely the distance
from Castle Acre to Brancaster, Warham Camp,..and Brandon, From Nor-
wich to ..,Happisburgh, Burgh Cestle and S. Elmham. From Tasburgh to
Burgh Castle...and Filby Burgh...I incline to the view that neither

‘Briton nor Roman originated the sites.,.of Norfolk (and their triangu-
lation, often perfectly equilateral), but that...people of a more re-
mote and civilised age, skilled in survey and direction, fixed the
sites...Like the discoverer of Neptune, I have opened compasses with
the Stonehange unit, and swept the map...and been astonished to find
many of the more obscure !burghs! of Norfolk, Now, is it only coinci-
dence that the 7 Burnhams and the 7 S, Elmhams are exactly equal dis-
tances from Grimes Graves? I am aware that ifl we set out to seek proof
of a theory we may see it where there is really none; yet the great
Architect of the Seas placed the whltc, black, blue and red on a
line connecting the poles,""

(TO BE CONTINUED)
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thorpe, Norwich, who saw "...a very bright object travelling from west to east at
an eabgolutely enormous speed...it was travelling so fast I expected a sonic booM2
he . said. The object was seen just before mid-night, and the” w1tness says that he
is sure that it was not a shooting star,

The rest of January caw a constant stecam of letters, both pro and anti UFO, in
the columns of The EEN. Amongst which were two (from seperate witness's) who said
that thsy had seen a ball of glowing orange llght ofer Norwich on January 4th., and
another, from a Mrs, Waller of Sprowstn, Nerwich, giving details of three objects
seen from Pake®ield, Suffolk at about IOpm on the night of August 27th, I978; In
her letter she says: "...the shooting stars caught our eyes first. There were three
all from the same area of the sky, and all appeared to go down into the marshland
between Keszingland and Southwold. A few moments after they went to earth we saw a
large star come from where they. went down and travel slowly across the skyline, fol-
lowed by a lamrger red and orange glowing object, which was followed by another large
star. They appeared to hover over Kessingland area and then moved very slowly out to
sea. They were evenly spaced and all of the same height. We were sober and one of
our party was rather frightened..."

Still in I978, on September 29th the EEN reported that two school-girls had
seen an 'UF0! over norwich at about &.30pm the previous night. They were walking
home when they saw several flashes which they took to be lightning, "...but then
it (presumably the flashes,Ed) solidified and seemed to bank. Underneath it was red.
It started to climb ard then suddenly it venished." the girls said. They also repor-
ted hearing a "wnining noise" as they watched the object.

Flnally, yet another 'mystery flare! off the East Anglian coast has caused the
lifeboat to be launched on yet another wild goose chase. On Saturday, December 23rd,
1978. The Corlestcn lifeboat spent 3 hours at sea in rough weather making a search
off Scratby after receiving a 999 call saying that a "white flesh" followed possibly
by a red flare, had been seen — they found nothing. (E.E.N. 27th Dec.I978)
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FORTEAN TIMES: litho'd A5, quarterly - [HE magazine of curiosities, mysteries and

stange phenomena. Annual sub £3. 00; single copies 75p from R.J.M Rlckard 9/I2 St.
Annes Court, London WI,

THE LEY HUNTER: Litho!'d A5, quarterly. The magazine of leys and earth mysteries.
6 I-rue gubs £3,00, single copies 50p from Paul Devereux, PO Box I52,London NIO,
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ted subjects. Annual sub. £I.75, from John Rimmer, II Beverley Road, New Malden,
Surrey, KI3 4AW.

ALBION: litho'd A5; irregularly., The National Magazine for Enquiry into the Ancient
Mystcries of Britain, Folklore, legends, geomancy etc: 4 issue subscription £2.00,
from the Institute of Geomantic Research. (address below).

JOURNAL OF GEOMANTY: Litho'd A5. Published by the Institute of Geomantic Research ' -
(IGR). Single copies 60p or full membership £3.00 p.a. From Nigel Pennick, I42
Pheasant Rise, Bar Hill, Cambs., CB3 8SD.
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EAST SUFFOLK AND NORFOLK ANTIQUARIANS,

"W AVATLABLE, .,NOW AVATLABLE,,.NOW AVATLABLE...NOW AVAILABLE..;NOW AVAILABLE, .,NOW AVAILA
ITHE BURY ST,EDMUNDS TERRESTRIAL ZODIAC' by Michael W,Burgess,'ARP! No,1:

Quarto size,duplicated. 50 pages,including 12 line drawings of the individ-
ual figures, plus 2 pages of litho diagrams showing the geomantic and metro-
logical structure of the pattern, plus a section of OS map showing the zod-
iac in its entirety.

A full and complete expos1t10n of this Suffolk landscape pattern as orig-
1nally described briefly in !'Lantern! and,more recently,the 'Journal of Geo-
mancy', Jam-packed with local 1nformatlon as regards history,archaeclogy,
topography and folklore, with a chronology of Bury and St,Edmund, first pat-
ron saint of fngland and the heart of the Bury Zodiac.,Limited edltlon only,..
PRICE: £1 (including p & p.)Please make any payment out to M,W.BURGESS.

Available from the author,at 21 Kirkley Gardens, Lowestoft, Suffolk.
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The above-named work,the first in a series of.!Anglian Research Papers', is
also td be the last from the ESNA presses for a while,ESNA-Press is now clo-
sing down for a period of between one and three years for a number of reasons,
not the least of which is a distinct lack of finances.Although ESNA Occasional
Paper No,1 is almost sold out,and No.2 is progressing nicely,the price of each
was held down.I regret that,in an attempt to break even and recover a little
of our losses,I have had tc lay a slightly heavier price on the above paper,
but believe me,its worth it! For the same reasons,the paper does not include
the previously-advertised section concernhing a critical analysis of zoadiacs,
and that will now not appear.!SpellThorn',however,will continue(I hope!l)
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At this point,I'd like to introduce a system of reference numbers into the

arrangement of 'SpellThorn',which is something I should have done in No.1.

Fach particular item or set of items will now be prefixed by a number, and

this will hopefully make for easier back-reference in the future, Thus,Nos,

1-6 appeared in 'SpellThorn! No.1(Lantern 23),and No,s7-15 in ’SpellThorn"
No.2(Lantern 24,)

No.16...FORTEANA##=6tFrom 'Unnatural Natural History Notes'(1884),p.,20-21,
comes the following tale: "Hannant,a fisherman belonging to Corton,,.was out
at sea fishing,with a fleet of herring-boats belonging to Mr,Gowing.,..The
man hauled up a fine codfish,..and it was at once handed over to the cook,a
man named Frangts,..on cutting open the fish,out rolled an entire full=grown

aby,with its chin slightly cut by the knife used to open it,The cod and
chlld were,however,immediately pitched overboard again,so that,to use Hann-
ant's de?081t10ns the unfortunate child 'never had no crowner s(coroner s)
inquest,! Hannant's only remark upon the occasion of giving his evidence was,
'a codfish will a'most eat anythink!! "

No,17...TUNNELS*550¢(See No,8)"On the destruction ef the (Langley)Abbey farm-
house by fire,in 1801,the labourers fell upon a large subterranecous arch far
larger than a common sewer,but,..none were found who dared to penetrate the
mysterious way..." H.Daveney;1865,

 Jack Lindsay's !'The Discovery of Britain!(1958)gives several tunnel leg-
ends,but the most interesting concerns one that has previnusly been mentioned
in 'Lantern',A passage is said to run from Gresham Market Cross to Beeston
Abbey(in Norfolk),and a 'Gclden Calf'! is alleged to be hidden ih it. In the
1820's a !'Cunning Man' was called in by a local woman to look for the Calf
under her land,presumably by some means such as dowsing,When he said that he
had located it beneath her parlour(about a quarter mile from the Cross),they




immediately began digging a pit through the floor.However,when the excavat-
ions started to undermine the property next-door,the cigging was stopped,and
the treasure was never fcund.

No,18...IREEEES6tA query nows does anyone have any information on a 'Gospel
Oak! reputed to be in the Park at Haughley,in Suffolk?

No,19...HILL FIGURE®®tctThe only chalk-cut hill figures sometimes recognised
anywhere in East Anglia were those discovered by T.C.Lethbridge on the Gog-
magog Hills in Cambridgeshire.Hcwever,a lcng time ago I heard of one in Nor-
folk,and now I've finally managed to track down the source.W,G.Clarke, in
" 'The E,Counties Magazine & Suffolk Note-Book',Vol, 1(1900) DR states. HIE s,
is said that at one time there was near Thetford a 'white horse' which had
been cut out of the short turf concealing the chalk,All traces of 1ts where-
abouts are now,however lost 1l :

No.20. ..STONES==++(See No 12)N1gel Dernley of Wattisham has sent more: det-
ails of a couple of stones mentioned previously,plus a new one,0f the 'Watt-
isham Stone! he says: "It has the reputatlon of turnlng,when Bildeston clock
(in the market square)...rings,."

"A (7?sandstone),shaped menhir has been used as a gatepost at Wattisham
Hall Farm,but has certainly been moved there,probably from one of the fields.
I can find no superstition about this stone,"

Nigel then speaks of "a very large stone..at the side of a field,below
a trec...(location to follow shortly)...This is supposed to be as big as a
double bed,with possibly scme allied superstitions!,but is nearer in size
to a single bed(even cosier!)The stone has supposedly never been moved al-
though attempts have becn made,but not rccently,"

No.21...ROADSIDE BURIAL#=<=&%(Sce 'Lanternt'2),)In the Churchwarden s Accounts
for the parish of Redenhall-with-Harleston is the following entry for 1668:
"For planks and worke about Lush's bush and cutting of it......7/6d."

A reissue of the Accounts adds the note that "Lush Bush,»r 'the Bush!,(was)
about half-way between Harleston and Redenhall’church,where the lane from
Gawdy Hall joins the high road.This was the traditional burial-place for
suicides,and the legend is that the old tree...now cut down »Sprang from the
stake drlven through a murderer and suicide of the name of Lush As. recently
as 1813 an unhappy woman,whp p01soned herself under suspicion of having mur-
dered hen,chlld was buried here,.." This woman apparently had another daugh-
ter,for it is on record that,scme time after being sent to a 'Refuge for the

Destltute' in London,she entered a life of crime and was transported tc Bot-
any Bay, L :

No.22..,GHOST=¢t*Another query: an article in the !East Angllan Magazlne'

(Vol., 233D 38—&1),mentlons a corner of Walberswick as being once haunted by
the “chster of the Green," Could some kindly 'WalSLrw1g1an' please tell me
what on‘éarth that's all about?

No.23..,FORTEANACS08eN | Mggnolia Grandiflora,planted about 15 ycars ago and
noy. some-30-feet high,grows on a west wall of my Hollesley house...On 27th
August the sky was clear with a bright and almost full moon when I saw,from
my bedroom window about 20 feet away,that the top branches of the Magnolia
seemed to be surprisingly 1lit up by many little white lights,giving it the
appearance of a Christmas tree..." :Bernard Barrington;28th August,1949.

No.24...TUNNEL###%c¢In the 'B,Anglian,cr Notes & Queries! for 1865 appears
the following passage,under the byline of 'C': "Waiting at the Reedham rail-~
way station a short time since,I met with a native labourer,who told me that
it was believed there was a subterranoan passage,leading from Reedham hall
to the church; and that the top of this passage was frequently touched by
the plough when working the land.Is anything known about this underground
way? Has it ever been traced,or opened,or its use or object conjectured?"
The questions were never answered,so I ask them again,

Michael W,Burgess,

Any more odd notes,queries or quids to me please, at the ESNA address,which is
21, Kirkley Gardens, Lowestoft, Suffolk, 'Phone Lowestoft(STD 0502) 6960h.
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